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Al short exposition of the principal mysteries of the 
Christian religion. 

First Mystery—God subsists in three Per- | 
sons, perfectly distinct, in a perfect unity of 
nature; those Persons are, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. The Father is 
neither created, nor made, nor engendered, 
nor proceeding from any other person; the 
Son is engendered of the Father alone, from 
all eternity; the Holy Ghost proceeds, from 
all eternity, from the Father and the Son, by 
the same indivisible operation, and as of one 
sole principle. Those three Persons have 
the same nature, the same essence, the same 
divinity: they are consubstantial, and per-| 
fectly equal in all things. Thus, the Father 
is God, the Son is God, the Holy Ghost is 
God, and notwithstanding there is but one 
God. There is but one God, and yet the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are 
three distinct Persons. The Person of the, 
Father, is neither that of the Son, nor that of | 
the Holy Ghost; the person of the Son is not 
that of the Father, nor that of the Holy 
Ghost; the person of the Holy Ghost is not 
the person of the Father, nor that of the Son. 

Second Mystery—the Son of God, that is, 
the second person of the Trinity, became 
man, by assuming a body and soul like that 
of other men. So that by the union of the 
Son of God with this body and soul, there 
was formed one individual whole. This ador- 
able compound is Christ, in whom are united 
without confusion, and distinct without sepa- 
ration, the divine as well as the human na- 





ture. Thus, in Christ, there are two natures, 





Christ is God 
and man al! together—perfect God, perfect 


man. 


he is composed. It is said of Christ that he 
created the world; that he is eternal, immor- 
tal, and impassible; it is also said of him, that 
he was born in time, that he suffered, and 
that he died. Speaking of Christ, we say, 
that man created the world; that man is im- 
mortal; as we say, that God was born of a 
virgin, that God died: and all this said with 
truth, in the proper and natural sense of the 
terms. 

Third Mystery—Christ, that is, the God- 
Man, suffered and died for the redemption of 
mankind: that is, he offered himself up as an 
expiatory victim for the sins of the world, 
making, by that oblation, at the same time a 
reparation for the injury that man had com- 
mitted against his Maker, and for the evils 
which he had drawn on himself—thus recon- 
ciling the world with God. 

These are the three great mysteries of the 
Christian religion—the trinity, the incarna- 
tion, and the redemption. 

On the foundation of these mysteries, is 
reared the sublime, the majestic superstruc- 
ture of that religion, which, after the lapse of 
so many ages, is in such a state of preserva- 
tion, that time, that destroyer of all human 
things, seems to have respected it as a vast 
and superb monument, placed beyond its 
consuming grasp. Like some ancient edi- 
fice, whose lofty summit is hidden in the 
clouds, and which, from its solidity, regulari- 
ty, and magnificence, astonishes the eye of 
the beholder, it stands upon a lofty and proud 
pre-eminence; conscious of its strength, and 


supernatural support, it has, and shall bid | 


defiance to those changes and revolutions 
which as concomitants, have been ever at- 
tendant on things merely human. By its 
grandeur, it will ever humble the proud; by 
its charity, it elevates the humble. It is not 
the religion of human rank, dignity, or tal- 


In him there is a communication of| 
|attributes, betwee the two natures of which | the feeble, of the lowly, of the humble: of 


The JESUIT, Published weekly, (to appear eve- |and but one only Person, and that Person is/| ents; it attaches no consequence to the tran- 
ry Saturday,) by WILLIAM SMITH, the Word, or the Son of God. 
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|sitory and fleeting distinctions of human life; 
‘it uniformly points out their futility, insignifi- 
|eance, and danger. This is: the religion of 


him who looks up to his God, as his only pro- 
tection against the calamities and misfortunes 
incident to a state of probation; against the 
ss Opposer’s wrong, the proud man’s con- 
tumely.” The religion which reduces all hu- 
/man concerns to the fair scale of distributive 
justice. The Christian religion, properly 
understood, is the religon of nature, purged 
from its original pollution—in a word, it is 
the religion of heaven. 





Plan of the Christian Religion. 

God created the first man and woman, af- 
ter having first created the world, with a ca- 
pability in them of appropriating every thing 
in that world to their own use and conveni- 
ence. He created them in a state of sancti- 
fying grace, and with all the privileges which 
we have, in a former number, pointed out. 
He placed them in a terrestrial paradise, 
|which he had adorned with every production 
|of nature, that could contribute to conveni- 
|ence, beauty, and enjoyment. They were 
| permitted all the luxuriance of this fertile, 
| abundant, and delicious garden, with the ex- 
ception of the fruit of one tree, called, Of the 
knowledge of good and evil, of which they were 
forbidden to taste, under the most severe, 
but the most just penalty. He required of 
them this trifling privation, as an homage 
which they owed to his sovereign power 
over them, and as an act of gratitude for the 
benefits he had conferred on them. Nothing 
‘could have been more easy, or more grateful 
'to our first parents, than the observance of 
this law. 

Notwithstanding, they dared to violate this 
dread law; they dared to extend a sacrile- 
gious hand to the fruit of this fatal tree. 
They both eat of it. Eve, seduced by the 
evil spirit, and Adam b 
and affection for Eve. 
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Lord took place even from the moment of own individual self: it would have been an/| nounced against them, after their sin. 


their transgression. Adam and Eve were 
deprived of sanctifying grace, and all its con- 
comitant privileges; and by an impenetrable, 
but just judgment of God, all their posterity 
was involved in their misfortune. In losing 
themselves, the whole human race was lost. 
All then, the descendants of Adam and Eve 
were effected with his original stain : they 
were all born the children of wrath, the 
slaves of concupiscence, condemned to labor, 
suffering and death, and fallen from all hopes 


“He 


offering up to God, in payment of the debt of| promised them a Saviour, and in their person 
mankind—a pledge, which had already be-|he promised it to all mankind: already, in 


longed to God. 


t is conformable to reason, | consideration of the future merits of that 


that the insult offered to God, by sin, being | Saviour, he vouchsafed to grant to the two 


measured by the greatness and immensity of | 


the Supreme Being, must be infinite: hence, 
any homage offered by a finite creature, 
must have been inadequate to a redemption 
of the pledge. 

Man having, on his part, nothing to offer 
God, as the price of his redemption, had no 
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of eternal life. other means of reconciliation, but through the 
God might have left our first parents, and| mediation of some other being: God only 
with them the whole human race, in the | could have been the mediator. But God, as 
abyss of evils into which they had plunged |a pure divinity, could not be the mediator of 
themselves, but he preferred grace to the ri-; man, because a pure divinity could neither 
gour of justice, or his own rights; he pre-| render homage, nor offer satisfaction. The 
ferred the creation of a new world on the ru-| function of mediator between God and man, 
ins of that which Satan had infected, rather| was inferior to the ministry of a God, and 
than suffer it to perish. The infernal spirit, | at the same time superior to that of any cre- 
in this instance, had prevailed; the sin of | ated being. Man was not worthy of so ex- 
Eve was the effect of the weakness of her |alleda negociation; the charge of negociator 
mind, that of Adam, of the tenderness of his | was unworthy of a pure divinity. 
heart: and the descendants of both, were! In this state of the question, the cause of 
condemned by the sin of one, as St. Paul ex-|man must have been inevitably lost. No 
presses it. God, in consideration of the free-| such mediator could have existed; all beings 
dom and frailty of his creature, determined | were created, save God alone. There was 
to pardon, but it could be done only in his|only one Creator—all other things created. 
capacity of the Godhead, that is, after hay-| This difficulty, insurmountable to man, was 
ing exacted a just and adequate satisfaction. Perey reconciled by the infinite power and 
Here lay all the difficulty. ithe infinite mercy of the Father of creation. 
God, unquestionably, could have reconcil-| He found a Mediator, who, uniting in his 
ed himself with man, without requiring of him | own person, the two natures of God and of 
any other reparation for his crime, but such/man; the nature of him who received, and 
as he was capable of himself, but in this case,|the nature of him who offered the offence, 
his reconciliation with man would have been | was unquestionably calculated to reconcile 
inconsistent, unjust: his mercy would have |the interests of both parties. He must have 
been manifested in all its lustre, but what| been man, in order that, in that quality, he 
would have become of his justice? It must|may fulfil the duties correspondent with his 
have been sacrificed to his mercy. Man| mission, on the score of compassion and ten- 
would have been the sole gainer, and God|derness for his brethren in the flesh; he must 
the sole loser. God could have punished | have been God, in order that that compassion 





criminals, the grace of repentance. He 
purifies them from their sin; he reconciles 
them to himself; and re-establishes them in 
the most essential privileges of their former 
state. 

The same graces are prepared for all the 
sons of Adam and Eve, before the coming of 
the Saviour. They shall be offered to all: 
all shall have the supernatural support neces- 
sary to their salvation, by a faith in the 
Saviour promised by God, and that, in con~ 
sideration of the future merits of that 
Saviour. 

God shall never permit, that the faith of 
the Saviour promised to the world, shall be 
entirely lost amongst men. He renews his 
promise to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
He renews it in a manner more clear, and 
more circumstantial to the Jews, the descen- 
dants of those three great patriarchs, as has 
been already mentioned in its proper place. 

The predicted time is at hand. God, as 
had been announced by the prophet Aggias, 
prepares himself to shake the heavens and the 
earth, the sea and the whole universe; a com- 
plete revolution is to take place amongst all 
people. He prepares to establish a new or- 
der of things which he had meditated, and 
for which he had made dispositions, since four 
thousand years: he is to form a new world, 
= rather to give to the world, its most pre- 
cious ornament, its ultimate perfection, by 
the formation of Christ. The clouds, accord- 
ing to the sublime expression of Isaiah, are 
preparing to shower down the supremely 
just; the earth is preparing to hring forth 
‘her Saviour. The eternal, increated Word, 
the perfect image of the goodness of his 








guilt, but his justice only would have been | and tenderness, should not make him forget | Father, and the accomplished mirror of alf 
manifested, without leaving any room for his|the zeal which was due to the glory of his| his perfections; in whom the Father coptem- 
mercy. It was his will to exert his mercy,| Father. He must have become man, in order | plates himself entire, and who himself is 
without any violation of the rights of his jus-|to find in himself the materials of the sacri-|cntire in the bosom of his Father, descends 
tice; it was his will to execute justice, with-| fice which his Father demanded; he must! into the womb of the Virgin Mary, assumes 
out any interruption of the effusions of his in- | have been God, to the end of sanctifying and | a mortal body, by the operation of the Holy 


finite mercy? | consecrating these materials. Man, he must 

How could these two great interests have | have reduced himself to, in order that he 
been reconciled? How compromise those two should pray, humble himself, suffer and die; 
supa opposite attributes of the Deity? | and he must have remained God, in order to 

ow settle the account betwen the justice | attach a value, beyond all human calculation, 
which claims vengeance, and the mercy |to his prayers, his humiliations, his suffer- 
which pleads for pardon? ings and his death. 

Man, in a state of sin, could give no ade-| Thus, St. Paul, in explaining, in his letter 
quate satisfaction to God, of himself, inas-|to the Hebrews, that the ancient law con- 


much as all the homage of which he is capa-| sisted only of defective and inefiicient cere-| 


ble, of whatever kind it may be, is already|monies, and that all their sacrifices could 
due to God, independent of, and antecedent | never have abolished sin, nor render men 
to all sin; the fund of the existence of man, | perfect, according to conscience, says, (chap. 
belonging to, and derived from God, all that |7. v. 26.) “‘ For uf was filling that we should 
arises therefrom must appertain to God. |‘have such a lugh-priest, holy, innocent, unde- 
Hence two obligations could not be acquit-| “‘filed separated from sinners, and made higher 
ted, nor two duties discharged at the same | ‘‘than the heavens.” 

time, by a homage, which corresponds only| God, then, made choice of those admira- 
with one of these duties, with one of these | ble means, as best calculated not only to 
obligations. No intelligent creature, howev-| accomplish all the essential points, but also 
er innocent, however perfect, could make|to make manifest all his attributes, in their 


any proportionate satisfaction for the sin of 


man, because every creature owes to God, on 
his proper account, every homage of which 
he is capable. Any created being, offering 
himself to God, as a reparation for the gene- 
ral sins of his species, must have remained 


full Justre. The incarnation of the Word, is 
resolved in the august council of the Trinity. 
The son of God shall become man, in the 
fulness of time, for the redemption of the 
human race. God announced this great 
event, to Adam and Eve, in order to soften 











in a state of insolvency, with respect to his|the bitterness of the sentence which he pro- 


He becomes man. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
| CONFERENCE BETWEEN BOSSUET AND 

CLAUDE. 
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

“ The subject treated in this conference,” 
says the illustrious bishop of Condom, “ is 
}as clear as it is important;—it is the church. 


| Ghost. 








|Our adversaries lay little stress upon this 
controversy; as if it was of no consequence 
to know, what is the means that Christ has 
left the faithful, to discover the truth, in the 
disputes which were to arise in his church. 
Catholics maintain that this means is—to 
hear the Church. They maintain that an 
individual should never determine, but with 
the whole body; and that he risks all, when 
he determines otherwise. They maintain 
that to know to what church we ought to be- 
long, it suffices to know which it is, that can 
never be accused of having been formed by 
a separation; that existed before all separa- 
tion; and from which, all the others have 
separated themselves. Without going out 
of our homes, our own parents will show us 
that church. Ask thy father, and he will de- 
clare to thee; thy elders, and they will tell 
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ihee.* According to this rule, whoever can| Paul, not less inspired than the church, de- 
point out to a whole church, the beginning |clares to the Corinthians, that he does not 
of her existence, and a time, whatever it be, | wish ‘to exercise dominion over their faith.’ ”™* 
during which she did not exist, convicts her; In answer to this objection, Bossuet began 
thereby not to be truly a Christian church. by observing, that the Christian church en- 
Such are our principles; and we assert that | joyed greater prerogatives than the Syna- 
they are contained in these words of the | gogue ever did, even in the days of its great- 
Apostles’ Creed, ‘I believe in the Catholic | est glory: that it was, moreover, very strange 
church.” to compare the Synagogue, tottering to its 
After these, and several other prefatory | fall, at the time when its obduracy and re- 
remarks which I omit, Bossuet explains what probation were clearly marked by the Pro- 
is meant by the Chwrch; and proves that, far | phets, with the church of Christ, which is 
from believing, as they pretend, all the es-|never to fall. He then added: “You say, 
sential articles of the Christian faith, Pro-/|sir, that my reasoning would tend to justify 
testantst do not even believe the fundamen- | those who condemned Jesus Christ, upon the 
tal article of the universal church. ‘It is authority of the Synagogue, &e. Let us 
true,” he remarks, “‘that they say, We believe see, if it leads to this frightful consequence. 
in the Catholic, or universal church, as the’ It consists in saying, sir, that by denying the 
Arians, the Macedonians, the Socinians say, | authority of the church, there no longer re- 
We believe in Jesus Christ and in the Holy | mains any external means, which God could 
Ghost. But as we have aright to accuse the | use to dispel the doubts of the ignorant, and 
latter of not believing these articles, because | to inspire the faithful with necessary humility. 
they do not believe them according to their|In order that such an argument could be 
true meaning; so in like manner, if Protes-| made, at the time of our Lod’s condemna- 
tants do not believe rightly the article of the | tion, it would be necessary to say that there 
universal church,{ we are authorized to con- | was, then, no external means, to discover the 
clude that they reject this fundamental article truth; no certain authority, to which all were 
of the creed.” | bound to submit. Now, sir, who can say so? 
wun. cONranaxcs. | For Christ was then upon earth: the eternal 


B er eee Son of God, to whom a voice from above 
ny 3 pn me 3 ~sg 3 o'clock, nt oe es, Mengpsaapeedi sad sr gen Begone 
8 ’ 


P. M., the conference opened, before a few 
select persons, all Hugenots, except the lady 
of the Marshal de Lorge. 

Mr. Claude discoursed on the nature of 
the decisions of Protestant Consistories, Col- 
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| 


|restored sight to the blind &c.; the incarnate 
‘wisdom of the Most High, appeared then, 


|visibly among men. 


jas my beloved Son, hear ye him;t he, who, to 
| confirm his mission, raised the dead to life, 


There existed there- 





loquies, Synods, &c. and concluded that they 
afforded, ‘“‘not an infallible, but a useful | 
means” to know the truth. ‘Therefore, sir,” | 
replied Bossuet, “if I understand you cor- 
rectly, you mean that any individual, a child, 
an illiterate person, is allowed to believe, | 
and must believe, that he possibly may un-| 
derstand the word of God better than a whole | 
council, were it assembled from the four | 
quarters of the world; better than the whole 
church.”’—“‘So it is,”? answered Mr. Claude. 
«¢What !”’ continued Bossuet, ‘‘an individual 
will believe that he has more sense, more 
light, more grace, than all the church togeth- 
er! How can such a sentiment be reconcil- 
ed with the docility, and the humility of the 
children of God.” 


Mr. Claude, after having laboured in vain | 


to justify his assertion, that an individual may 
understand the Scriptures better than the 
whole church, had, at last, recourse to this 
argument: “Behold,” said he, ‘‘an incontes- 
table instance of this truth; it is the judg- 
ment of the Synagogue, when it condemned 
Jesus Christ. For, had an individual, at 
that time, believed that Christ was the Mes- 
giah, foretold by the Prophets, would he not 
have judged better than the whole Syna- 
gogue? 





* Deut. xxxii. 7. 

t ‘‘Protestants.”” By Protestants are here meant 
(whatever be their specific denomination) all those who 
are not Catholics: and none are Catholics, who are not 
Roman Catholics: for, as Fenelon says, ‘Tout Catholi- 
que est Romain,’? Every Catholic, isa Roman Cath- 
olic. Now they alone are Catholics, whose faith has 
existed always, every where, and with all: “Quod 
semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus, hoc demum est 
Catholicum’’ (Vincent. Lerens.) x. z. 

+ The learned Bishop takes care to prove, afterwards, 
that they do not. 


Moreover, you know, sir, that St.’ 


| fore, an external means, a visible authority.— 
\It was contested—I know it, sir; but it was 
infallible. I do not pretend that the authori- 
ty of the Church is never contested: I listen 
to you, sir, who contest it; but I say that it 
ought not to be contested by Christians. I 
say that it is infallible; I say that there never 
was a time in which there did not exist, upon 
earth, a visible and speaking authority, to 
which all should yield. Before Christ, we 
had the Synagogue: when the Synagogue 
was to fail, Christ himself appeared: when 
Christ retired, he left his Church, to which 
he sent the Holy Ghost, to teach her all 
truth { Bring back Jesus Christ teaching, 
preaching, working miracles; and I have no 
need of the Church: but you take away the 
Church, I must have Jesus Christ in person, 
| speaking, instructing, deciding with miracles 


| 


said; and insisted upon the text of St. Paul, 
cited above. ‘I was glad,” says Bossuet, 
“that he came back to this passage; and 
merely asked him if, when St. Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians, We do not exercise dominion 
over your faith, he meant that they were 
bound to examine after him. He saw, very 
well, that he did not; and he granted it.” 

“T concluded thus: the Church, sir, does 
not mean to domineer over our faith, when 
she commands us to believe her decisions; 
for she claims not this authority of herself, 
but she derives it from the Holy Ghost, by 
whom she is inspired. Nor do I, as you pre- 
tend, equal the authority of the Church to 
that of the Apostles. They were the authors 
of revelation; the first who received the 
truths, which God chose to reveal: the 
church is only the interpreter, and guardian 
of these truths. But admitting this essen- 
tial difference between the Apostles and the 
Church, I say that the Church is not less in- 
spired to interpret, than the Apostles were 
to establish; and that, receiving the grace of 
interpretation from the same Holy Ghost, 
who gave the first revelation to the Apostles, 
she domineers no more over consciences by 
interpreting, than they did by establishing. 
They both, accordirg to the measure of the 
giving of Christ, which is granted to them, 
make the Holy Ghost exercise dominion over 
our consciences.”” [ Metropolitan. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





FOREIGN MISSIONS. 











A Letter from Mgr. Caupperie, Bishop of Babylon, 
to the President of the special counsel of Mar- 
seilles. 


Bagdad, —— 

Sir:—You have had the goodness to for- 
ward to M. Auguste Dromel, the sum of 27, 
600 franks, to be remitted to me on the part 
of the Society. I have the honor of return- 
ing you my sincere thanks, and I pray you 
to transmit to the members of the counsel at 
Paris and Lyons, the expression of my sin- 
cere gratitude for it. It is an extraordinary 
favor conferred on us, which we by no means 
merit: but let us receive it, and bless divine 
Providence, who is liberal in our behalf. It 
is fit that I should let you know the use to 
which this money will be converted, in order 
to satisfy the wishes of the benefactors. 





and an infallible authority.—But we have his 
Word—Yes, undoubtedly, we have a holy | 
and adorable Word; but a word which suf-| 


one pleases, and which replies nothing to) 
these who misunderstand it.” Thus far 
Bossuet. 

To this Mr. Claude had nothing to answer. 
He repeated part of what he had already 





* 2 Corinth. i. 24. +t Math. iii. 17.—2 Peter, i. 17. 

¢ Bossuet refers to no particular texts: among the ma- 
ny which could be adduced in support of his last asser- 
tion, take the following: 

‘I will ask the Father, and he shall give you another 
Paraclete, that he may abide with you forever—the 
Spirit of truth.’’ John, xiv. 16. 

‘These things have I spoken to you, abiding with 
you. But. the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your minds whatsoever I shall 
have said to you.’’ Id. xiv. 26. 

‘*When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will teach 
you all truth.’? Id. xvi. 13. 








fers itself to be explained and handled as) lies. 


ist: 1 will help the mission in Heran. The 
chapel remains always; divine service is still 
celebrated there; the undertaking seems to 
prosper to the great satisfaction of our Catho- 
I have lately received pleasant news 
from Ispaham: the Armenian heretics of Jul- 
fa, and some Catholics, have held conferen- 
ces in a tone entirely pacifical. The Arme- 
nians have acknowledged, that they blindly 
followed the usages of their father; but that 
the instructions which they had lately receiv- 
ed, made deep impressions on their minds. 
They acknowledge the benefit arising from 
these conferences. Fora few weeks after- 
wards, they held an ordination in the hereti- 
cal church of the Armenians, and did not, as 
was their custom, pronounce anathemas a- 
| gainst the Pope, Saint Leo, and against the 
Council of Chalcedon. This silence proves 
a change in opinion: we may expect that 
time and patience will bring about something 
more. 

2dly: We have now to contend with the 
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Jacobite Patriarch, of Mardin, in Messapo- 
tamia. i 

By the help of the Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople, he has obtained from the Grand Seig- 
nor, fresh orders to torment the Syrian Cath- 
olics; in consequence of which, he caused 
two Bishops to be imprisoned, who were con- 
verted some time past; and still more, he has 
occasioned much confusion in that country. 
It has not been possible to anticipate the ef- 
fects of his wrath: but we must endeavor to 
weaken them and to put a stop to all the mis- 
chief he can do. To accomplish this, we 
must reconcile to us the local authorities. 
But, this we cannot do, unless by offering 
them presents: certain expenses are then ab- 
solutely indispensable; I have made some 
presents to them already: I have still a great 
number more to make. These two Bishops 
who are in prison, give a very edifying exam- 
ple of their firmness and attachment to the 
true faith. 

3dly: I will support the schools which I 
have founded here for the good of religion; the 
utility of these establishments, for the salva- 
tion of souls, appears evidently to the whole 
world: abuses reform themselves; the sacra- 
ments are oftener frequented, and the re- 
ligion is better known. 

4thly: I will procure this season a pre- 
cious convenience; our church at Bagdad 
has only two chambers, one for the men, and 
the other for the women: perhaps this suffic- 





ed formerly; but at present it is too small, as 
the number of Catholics is much increased. 
To enlarge it, three things were wanting: 
first, an adjoining house; secondly, the con- 
sent of government: in the Levant, the Chris- | 
tians are very much tormented on this head; | 
Sdly, the necessary materials. At first I had | 


renounced this undertaking, because I did hands of M. Dromel, until another occasion. 


not see the means by which I could arrive at | 


Archbishop suffered from the distemper; he 
is now perfectly cured. Many villages be- 
longing to our Christians are laid waste; 
the greater part of the inhabitants are dead, 
or have taken flight. A general desolation 
reigns throughout these countries: neverthe- 
less, I sent to them, ten months ago, two 
Priests, who would not remain there: it was 
not precisely the fear of danger that caused 
them to return. But, because in this time of 
trouble and confusion, their labors were ab- 
solutely lost. There are circumstances in 
which, with the best intentions, a person can 
do nothing at all. The money, which I had 
destined for this mission, I will employ in the 
support of four young men in whom I see dis- 
positions for the ecclesiastical state, and, who 
in two, or three years can be ordained: as 
they are not obliged to learn a foreign lan- 


| be dedicated the Sunday after, by the same. 
Both these Churches are finished in a neat 
/and handsome manner, and reflect great hon- 


|or on the Catholics residing in the two places. 


| 


| The Catholics in Taunton, Mass. like their 
| Brethren in other towns, are also preparing, 
|| we are informed, to erect a Church in that 
town; and, are at present actively engaged 
in raising, from among themselves, the ne- 
'cessary funds to carry this desirable object 
‘into effect. May the Almighty give his 
| his blessing to their exertions ! 





We learn from a letter just received from 
Uniontown, Pa. that the Presbyterians and 


guage, their instruction will not be so tedious Methodists are exerting themselves wonder- 


as in France. 

I don’t know, Sir, if you have received my 
long letter of the 7th December, 1827; it 
contained a full account of the state of reli- 
gion in Persia; I had addressed it to M. Au- 
guste Dromel, begging him to communicate 
it to you, before he would send it to Lyons. 
In case this letter has not reached you, I will 
send you the duplicate. At all events, I will 
send by sea, very shortly, a few sheets con- 
taining remarks which | have made on the 


fully in that quarter, in preaching and writ- 
ing against, what they are pleased to call, 
the corruptions of Popery. Among the cham- 
pions of the latter denomination who have 
particularly distinguished themselves in this 
holy crusade against the Catholics, our cor- 
respondent tells us, is a certain Charles El- 
lioit, a Preacher in that neighbourhood. We 
know nothing of the Rev. Mr. Elliott;—nei- 





principal towns in this country: if they find |ther do we care to know him. He may be 


it convenient, they may make extracts from 
them, and give them place in the annals of 
the Society, when they will not have more 
interesting matters for insertion. 

I have met with an Armenian merchant at 
Bagdad who trades with France; I have re- 
ceived from him the worth of twenty-five 
thousand francs: the remainder will lie in the 


I oblige our good Christians here to offer 


a very pious,—yea, a very good and religious 
man in his way: but if he be the author, as 
we are informed, of the long absurd piece 
with which our correspondent has furnished 
us, and which we find inserted in the Pennsyl- 
vama Democrat of the 23d of August, we 
can form but a poor opinion of his head, 
and still poorer of its contents. 


His course 


my object: but, thanks be to God, all this|their prayers in union with the prayers of of studies, like that of the generality of 
will be effected this season: already the | the good Christians of France, for the propa- 


workmen have commenced the work, and [| 
console myself, in the hopes of having all! 
finished before the feast of Easter. With the! 
money that I have received from your chari- 


gation of the faith. The grace of God con- 
tinues to do wonderful things: we hope that 
his adorable Providence will work some mira- 
cles in this country. Ifthe policy of govern- 


Methodist Preachers, must have been very 
limited, and his opportunities of correct in- 
formation must have been very few indeed, 
when he takes upon himself to rail at, as 


table institution, I have surmounted the prin-| ment should not put an obstacle in the way of Catholic Doctrines, what he never saw, 


cipal difficulties: our Christians will never|the preaching of the gospel, | would expect 
be able to divest themselves of the obliga-|to see surprising conversions. But as long 
tions under which they are to the Society,| as the actual laws remain in force, the pro- 
for this, so signal a favor. | gress of the Catholic religion will be always 

5thly: I will reserve as much as I conve-| very slow: to conclude, let us fulfil in the 


or heard advanced by any for such, except 
by Protestant writers alone. His witnesses 
therefore, though unexceplionable to him, are 


very exceptionable to us. They are of no 


niently can, the help which you have sent) most faithful possible manner, the designs of | greater weight in these matters, as authori- 


me, for the relief of the many poor Chris-| God, which are known to us, and which are 
tians, who are come hither in search of sub-|in our power; as to futurity, let us resign 
sistance. If you except the town of Bagdad, | ourselves up to his infinite mercy, who will 
all Messapotamia has been ravaged and conduct every thing to its end. 

laid waste, within these three years, by| I pray you, Sir, to receive the assurance 
war, by famine, by locusts, and finally, by | of sentiments the most sincere, with which 
the plague, which, in the district of Mosul, | I remain, &c. &e. 

has taken away the half of the population, in| C. A. Caurrerie,* 

the course of the last year. Every one) Bishop of Babylon. 
dreads the arrival of this scourge in Bagdad | * Mrg. Caupperie speaks of a chapel founded in the 
this dresent year; but thus far, we have seen. house of a rich merchant, an Armenian Catholic, by a 
no sign of it. I had expressed my desire of, Missionary whom he had sent to Iheran. 

having some missionaries sent to the district | 
of Amadie, that they might re-unite the Nes-| 
forian Chaldeans who are in that country.| 
But events have obliged me to pospone this | Bos 
good work until next year. The war and|——— 
plague have destroyed this country. There. 
was in the province of Mosul about eighty | wil] be dedicated on Sunday, the 19th inst. 
Catholic Priests Chaldeans, or Syrians, sixty | R : es : 
of them died in the course of this year togeth- | by the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Boston. ’ ; 
er with the Syrian Bishop. The Chaldean! The one in Dover, New-Hampshire, will 








THE JESUIT. 








ties, than he is himself, being all a party con- 
cerned. Catholics claim the privilege of 
stating their own doctrine, and will never suf- 
fer Protestants to do it for them. 

The Rev. Mr. Elliott in his Rhapsody, 
(for, we can call his long prosing article 
nothing else) asserts, that the Catholic Doc- 
'trinc, in reference to Indulgences, is very er- 
The truth is, he knows not what 
‘the doctrine of the Catholic Church in re- 
ference to indulgences is, as his paltry piece 
abundantly proves ; and what is more, he 
never will know it, unless he looks for it some 
where else than in the history of a Mosheim, of 
a Burnet, and of such like “ most famous Pro- 
festant divines,” as he calls them. This Mos- 
heim, one of his most famous Protestant di- 
vines, wrote indeed a book icalled the History 
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of the Church, but which is in reality more a 
Burlesque than a history. It was evidently 
written to uphold the Protestant party in his 
day, and abounds in every page with the 
grossest errors, and the vilest slanders against 
the Church; all which may be seen triumph- 
antly refuted in the theological part of the 
Methodical Encyclopedia. And as for Burnet, 
another of his most famous Protestant divines, 
who wrote, what he has been pleased to style, 
a history of the reformation, every man who 
has the least pretension to learning knows, 
that among the many histories written at that 
period, this should be the least relied on, for 
any thing connected with the Catholic Church, 
of which he was always a violent and un- 
principled enemy. The chief object he had 
in view in writing this history was, it would 
seem, to injure as far as he could said church. 
And in order to effect it, he not only does 
not scruple to alter dates, but has the effron- 
tery to alter facts themselves. So flagrant 
was his conduct in this respect, that one of 
his own Protestant brethren, the celebrated 
Wharton could not forbear rising up against 
him, and confounding his base and barefaced 
calumnies. 

It is from such authorities as these, the 
Rev. Mr. Elliott, the Methodist Preacher in 
Uniontown, and writer of the article in ques- 
tion, derives his information on Catholic sub- 
jects. His copious extracts from these un- 
principled writers, on the matter relating to 
indulgences, which he has undertaken _parti- 
cularly to expose, shews at least his estima- 
tion of them, in spite of the opinion of their 
contemporaries. 

But, to enable the sensible reader to form 
his judgment at once upon the value of the 
insipid article before us, not to waste any 
more time or paper with it, we shall insert 
for their amusement, one, and but one quota- 


tion from it. It is this:— 


** According to a book called the Tax of the sacred 
Roman Chancery, (which is no other than a spurious 
abortion of the Protestants themselves) in which are 
contained the exact sums (mark jC in British curren- 
ey,) to be levied for the pardon of each particular sin, 
we find some of the fees to be thus :— 


s. d. 
For procuring abortion, - - - 7 6 
For Simony, - - - - 10 6 
For Sacrilege, - or Ee aan oo 10 6 
For taking a false oath in a criminal case, 0 0 
For robbing, - - - - 12 0 
For burning aneighbor’s house, = - 12 0 
For defiling a virgm, = - - - 90 
For lying with a mother or sister, &c. 76 
For keeping aconcubine - - 106 
For laying violent hands on a Clergyman, 10 6 


And sqon. Bucx on the article, Indulgences.”’ 

Who is this Buck ? But it matters not. 
Our readers will not fail to remark, after per- 
using the above, the difference which exists 
between this table, and the one presented by 
another Protestant writer on a former occa- 
sion, signed Papacon, of which we took some 
notice in our Ist vol. page 195. But, how- 





ever they may differ in the spurious article 
respectively quoted by them, they appear 
to resemble each other, in two things at least, 
viz. in their wonderful agreement to abuse 
the Catholic Religion,—and in their want of 
sense to know how to do it with a proper 
grace, and with some degree of plausibility. 

As it is very probable, the Rev. Mr. Elliot 
will die in his ignorance of the true Catholic 
Doctrine in relation to InpuLcENcEs, and 
thereby deprive himself of every chance of 
their benefit, if we do not afford him an easy 
opportunity of ascertaining it, we shall take 
the liberty to present him, in this day’s “‘ JE- 
suET,” with a brief statement of it, hoping 
that it may open his eyes to the light, and 
teach him, at the same time, this saluta- 
ry lesson, which we equally hope, all our ad- 
versaries will profit by, viz: To study well the 
Catholic Creed before they undertake to at- 
tack it ; and then, if they are so determined, 
to attack it fairly. 





Doctrine or THE CatHotic Cuurcn on Sat- 
isfaction, Indulgences, and Purgatory, as 
explained by the Rev. R. Baxter, in his 
Important Tenets, page 44. 





If we consult the faithful pages of ecclesi- 
astical history, we shall readily discover that 
the sacrament of penance is of no modern 
date, or modern introduction into the Church. 
Its existence and practice remounts to the 
earliest days of Christianity, and the writings 
of every successive age bear testimony to 
them. Even the spirit of pretended reforma- 
tion, which went abroad in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and gave to several countries of Eu- 
rope, other religious features than those 
which they had been accustomed to wear, 
cast many a lingering look at the sacrament, 
before she rejected it. Something of it was 
long retained by the Episcopal Church of 
England, and I duubt much if every vestige 
of it be even yet entirely obliterated. Con- 
sidering it in another point of view than as a 
divine institution, penance is pregnant with 
the best advantages. What can be a more 
powerlul restraint to vice, or is more effica- 
cious in relieving the tortures of a troubled 
conscience, than the confidential communi- 
cation of this tribunal? Or who is more capa- 
ble of advising in difficulties, than the con- 
fessor, who, by his profession, is well ac- 
quainted with all the inlets and outlets of the 
map of human nature? Much indeed has 
been said, and much written, in opposition to 
confession; but the noble mind, superior to 
prejudice, will neither listen to calumny, bi- 
gotry, nor ignorance, but boldly dare to think 
for itself, and calmly investigate the matter. 

The Catholic Church has been frequently 
accused of insulting the mediatorship of the 
Redeemer, by supposing that Christ has not 
sufficiently satisfied for sin; ‘‘ for Catholics 
must suppose this,’? observe our opponents, 
“‘ or why should they deem other satisfaction 
necessary?’ We do not, however, make this 
supposition: we know that the sufferings of 
the God-Man are of infinite value, capable of 
atoning for every possible transgression; and 
that, therefore, his satisfaction for mankind 





was complete and perfect. By this satisfac- 
tion he has, in a. peculiar manner, acquired 
an entire dominion over the redeemed de- 
scendants of Adam and Eve; and surely he 
can apply this satisfaction to us, under such 
conditions, as he may please. In baptism, we 
believe, that he applies this satisfaction so, as 
to abolish the sins entirely, without any re- 
served punishment. But, in regard to sing 
committed after baptism, or those sins which 
are subject to the sacrament of penance, we 
believe, that he requires something of satis- 
faction, or punishment, as the general condi- 
tion of forgiveness. Every crime, we be- 
lieve, infers two distinct objects—the guilt, 
and the punishment due to that guilt; and we 
know that the guilt of crime is frequently re- 
mitted, and the eternal punishment due to it, 
changed into a temporal chastisement, which 
still remains to be endured. Hence we con- 
clude, that God justly requires some satisfac- 
tion on our part. It is evident that God for- 
gave Adam and Eve the guilt of their diso- 
bedience, but they smarted under the punish- 
ment of that disobedience; and all the evils 
which we endure, or which will afflict their 
guilty descendants to the end of time, are 
strong and irrefragable demonstrations, that 
although the guilt of their apostacy was par- 
doned, its punishment was not remitted. So, 
too, it happened with Moses and Aaron. 
God had forgiven those just souls the faults 
which they had committed at the waters of 
contradiction; but he afterwards punished 
them for it, for he declared, they should 
never enter the land of promise, but only 
view it at an envying distance. (vide Deut. 
ch. xxiii.) The same punishment he inflicted 
on the more guilty of the Israelites, although 
he told Moses, that he had forgiven them, ac- 
cording to his request. (vide Numb. ch. xiv.) 
Such also was the case with David; for when 
the royal penitent acknowledged his crime to 
the prophet, “‘ The Lord has taken away thy 
sin,”’ replied the inspired seer, ‘‘ but because 
thou hast caused the enemies of the Lord to 
blaspheme on account of this word, the son, 
who is born to thee, shall die.” (2 Kings, 
ch. xii.) 

It ought then to be admitted as a principle 
that God generally expects some satisfacticn 
for sin, even after the guilt is removed, or 
forgiven. For this reason, the church deems 
satisfaction a part of the sacrament of pen- 
ance, and hence it is the confessor’s duty to 
impose some satisfaction on the penitent, pro- 
portionate, in some respect, to the confessed 
crimes. This atones wholly or in part, for 
the punishment due, and generally consists of 
one, or more of those good works, recorded 
in the book of Tobias: ‘* Bona est oratio cum 
jejunio et cleemosynis.” Prayer is good, 
with alms deeds and fasting. (Tob. xii.) It is 
just, and even advantageous to us, that in 
pardoning sin, with the eternal chastisement 
due to it, God shall require some temporal 
punishment, to retain us within the sphere of 
our duty, lest being disengaged too speedily 
from the demands of justice, we abandon our- 
selves to false confidence and presumption, 
and pervert his facility in pardoning to our 
own destruction. 

Since to every sin, a degree of temporat 
punishment is generally attached, after the 
guilt is pardoned, the Church in former days 
subjected public sinners to public penance: 
during a period of time, more, or less pre- 
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call Purgatory. There we believe he will 
remain, until, having expiated his sins, he 
take possession of Heaven. By conse- 
quence, we deem it, in the language of scrip- 
ture, “a wholesome thought to pray for the 
dead, that they may be loosened from their 
sins.” (2 Mac. xii.) The idea of praying 
for the dead seems to flow from pure nature 
herself. Who, when he has caught the last 
breath that quivers on the lip of his departed 
friend, can help addressing a prayer, that 
“God may have mercy on his soul ?”” And 
yet this would be folly, if there were no mid- 


tracted, according to their guilt, The bish- 
ops, however, then exercised the privilege of 
abridging the time, or mitigating the severity 
of the punishment, as the fervor and circum- 
stances of the penitent might require. They 
claimed the same in private penances. And 
this abridgment, or mitigation was termed an 
indulgence, and was a real remission of tem- 
poral punishment due to sin. It is not, as 
our adversaries have said, a licence to sin, 
but always pre-supposes that true repentance 
has taken away the guilt of sin, or, if not, an 
indulgence is of no avail. To this power of 
indulgence may be referred the power of| 
changing one penitential work for another, | 
more useful, or pious, or charitable, which 
the Church claims. In regard to indulgences, 
little is defined by the Church. Private di- 
vines assert and maintain their opinions on 


hills shall be destroyed, and the tremendous 
JupcE shall judge his people.” 

We are doubtful about the propriety of 
the translation of the last but one ; verbally 
it is thus: Of the labour of the Sun ; which 
may mean either an Eclipse, or the appear- 
ance of some extraordinary convulsion in that 
luminary. 

Such, then, is this celebrated prophecy. 
May we not be allowed, without incurring the 
imputation of hasty, or blind credulity, to 
dle state ; for if his soul were either in Hea- urge in favour of it, the verification of the 
ven, or Hell, it would be useless. Why is it : P 
unnatural to commit a corpse to the grave einerd and, without attempting to be Prophets, 
without prayer, or some religious ceremony ? | °F the sons of Prophets ourselves, to indulge 
in the innocent persuasion, that the future 
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All this would be useless, if there were no 
Purgatory. 
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the subject, but the Catholic is not bound to 
believe any thing more, than that “ the power 
of indulgences was left by Christ in his 
Church, and that their use is very salutary 
to the faithful.” (Symb. Pii. iv. et Conc. 
Trid.) We read in 2 Cor. ii. of St. Paul con- 
ferring an indulgence on the repentant Co- 
rinthian. The Church deems herself now in 
possession of the same spiritual power, which 
St. Paul exercised then; for she believes, 
that it is as necessary now, as it was in the 
Apostle’s age, and consequently, that the 
providence of God has not left his Church 
destitute of it. Catholics acknowledge that 
this power has been sometimes abused; but 
this cannot militate against its existence. St. 
Peter writes, that some people abused and 
perverted the scripture, to their own perdition, 
but this can be no reason why we should re- 
ject its authenticity, or doubt of its veracity. 
Should the repenting sinner die, before he 
has fulfilled the satisfaction due to his sins, 
we believe that, though just, he cannot enter 
heaven, for he is in some sense as yet defiled | it does not carry with it any sanction of de- 
with sin, and “nothing defiled can enter| . .— i It me 
heaven.” (Apoc. xxi.) Catholics believe, that | “'¥© authoruy. AG], OF: RY ASS Taare 
he remains in the state of punishment, until | fore be true. If true, however, the Enp of 
this be accomplished, and this state they term|the world is certainly much nearer at hand 
Purgatory. They believe that those only en- 
ter that state, who die without having fully 
expiated those crimes, of which they have 
repented, or who die guilty of small trans- 
gressions, which they denominate venial sins. 
The doctrine of Purgatory is most consonant 
to religion and reason. Suppose that a per- 
son, whose whole life had been spent in the 
performance of virtuous deeds, and had never 
been stained by a fault, were, the moment 
before he expired, to commit the smallest of 
all possible faults, but still a real offence | 
against God, and die before he repented of| 
it. The supposition is very possible, and 
therefore can be adopted as a basis of legi- ie sin 
timate argumentation. Can the merciful -—Religiode populata;—Religion laid waste. 
Creator of mankind sentence that man to .— Fides intrepida;—Fearless faith. 
eternal torments ? Would it be just? That | ————-.—Pastor angelicus;—Angelic Shepherd. 
judge would certainly act unjustly, who should .—Pastor § Nauta;—Shepherd and Sailor. 
sentence aman to capiial punishment for the |————-.— Flos florum;—Flower of flowers. 
least of legal offences. Human justice is an |————-.—De Medietate Lunae;—Of half of the 
emanation from that divine perfection, which Moon. 
exists in God, and if this act would be unjust, | _____.__ ne. labore Solis;—Of the Eclipse of the 
surely God cannot condemn aman for the 
smallest offence to undergo the greatest of 
punishments. And yet, as nothing defiled|  « i he bt ti f the Hol 
can enter Heaven, so this man cannot. What vse dbeomabis tat esac iacaliae Prk laa aatadsi 
must become of him? He must unquestion- Church, shall sit Perer rue Roman, who 
ably be somewhere, and this place, (our ad- will feed the sheep in many tribulations, 


versaries may call it what they please,) we | which being ended, the city upon the seven 


The subjects of this chapter are among 
those, which are most odious to our dissent- 
ing brethren, and which have been most fre- 
quently misrepresented. 


some of the prejudices, which hang round 
them, and enable them to view these tenets 
through a fairer and a purer medium. 





THE CELEBRATED PROPHECY OF ST. 
MALACHY, Archbishop of Armagh. 


St. Malachy, the illustrious Archbishop of 


of all the Roman Pontiffs from his own time 
till the end of the world. We shall present 


ter of curiosity, or, at least so much of it as 
regards our own time, and whatis yet to 
come, apprizing them at the same time, that 








than people in general imagine. 
We shall insert it in the original language 
with the translation. 


rim. 
Prius vLsteue rapax;—Rapacious Eagle. 
Leo XII.—Canis and Coluber;—The Dog and Snake. 
Pius VIII.—Vir religiosus;—The religious man. . 
.—De Balneis Etruria;—F¥rom the baths of 
Etruria. 





.—Crux de Cruce;—Cross of the Cross. 
.—Lumen in Coelo;—Light in the heaven. 
.—Ignis ardens;—Burning fire. 








Sun. 
.— Gloria Olivae;—Glory of the Olive. 





I hope that this | 
candid and unadorned statement may remove | the times, when he is styled Pregrinus Apos~ 


\tolicus, Apostolical Pilgrim. Who does not 
|remember that having been despoiled of his 





this Prophecy to our readers as a mere mat- | 








will be found portrayed with equal correct- 
ness? We shall only request our readers to 
observe with how much reason the character 
given to Pius IV. might be called signs of 


dominions, by French rapacity, and torn from 
the bosom of his country, he died an exile in 


a strange land? Even previously to that 


jevent, so glorious to the renowned Pontiff, 


Armagh, lived in the 12th century. He iS he had justly entitled himself to the appella- 
said (upon what authority we know not,) to) 


have announced prophetically, the succession | 


tion, by his journey to Vienna, on the truly 
Apostolic errand of reclaiming the infatuat- 
ed Joseph II. from the pernicious errors he 
had imbibed, and inducing him to desist from 
the prosecution of the unwise and irreligious 
measures, which, besides producing incalcu- 
lable spiritual evils, prepared the loss to his 
house, forever, of some of its most valuable 
dominions. 

And shall we err in asserting the same 
propriety of character which we see applied 
by the same Saint to Pius VII. viz.: in styl- 
ing him Aquila rapax,—the rapacious Eagle? 
For, like that king of birds, which with strong 
and rapid flight mounts to the regions above, 


Pius VI.—Peregrinus Apostolicus;—Apostolical Pil- and, as is said, fixes a steadfast eye on the- 


fullest glare of the noon-day Sun; so that 
venerable Pontiff, the chief of Christian Bi- 


| shope, the head by divine right of the Uni- 


versal Church, soaring above all human res- 
pects, scorning to be influenced by merely 
earthly considerations, and fixing the eye of 
his upright mind on God alone, the eternal 
Sun of justice, suffered himself to be guided 
in the exercise of his sublime office, solely 
by the pure motive of promoting the glory of 
his Heavenly Master, and the eternal welfare 
of his spiritual children? And when that 
sacred Patrimony entrusted to his keeping, 
and which had been for ages appropriated to 
the maintenance of the dignity, and indepen- 
dence of his exalted station was forceably 
taken from him by the ambitious Emperor of 
the French, did he not in due season tanquam 
Aquila rapax when delivered from his chains, 
as St. Peter was, and let loose from his long 
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confinement in France, fly again to his es- | 
tates, and snatch them from the impotent 
grasp of his prostrate foe, and die peaceably 
in the full possession of the same ? 

And again, with regard to the character 
applied to the late venerable Pontiff, Lro 
XII. who is styled, Canis ef Coluber, the 
Dog and Snake, may we not say that it is 
truly appropriate? Let the period of time be 
considered; (for, it is not so far back, but all 
can well remember it,) when he was called to 
the helm, to steer St. Peter’s bark. What 
a time! How portentous! How critical! Eu- 
rope had just emerged from the most violent 
convulsions; education had in a great meas- 
ure been neglected; sovereign Princes and 
their ministers appeared every where intent 
only on the unhallowed purpose of subjugat- 
ing to the temporal power the spiritual and 
independent kingdom of Jesus Christ, and of 
undermining and destroying (if it were pos- 
sible) its divinely established constitution. 
Hence their proposed vetos, their securities, 
their restrictions, and their regulations, and 
organic laws renewed. Hence their commis- 
sioners, their directors, their Ministers de 
Culles, &c. &c. In such times, it was highly 


proper that God, who has promised ever to | 


guard and protect his Church, should raise 
up and provide such a Pontiff as should be 
calculated in every respect to meet them. 
Such aman was Leo XII. Like the watch- 
ful and faithful Dog, he on all occasions, as- 
siduously guarded, and strenuously defended 
the sacred Deposit entrusted to his care by 
his Divine Master; and enlightened and di- 
rected by wisdom and prudence, (of which 
the serpent is the symbol) not that prudence, 
however, which is earthly and carnal, but 
that other which assists at the throne of the 
Most High, he every where detected, expos 
ed and baffled the intrigues and stratagems, 
and wily machinations of the open, and the 
disguised enemies of the Catholic faith, and 
of the authority, the dignity and independ- 
ence of the one, holy, Catholic and Apostolical 
Church. 

The present venerable Pontiff, who fills 
St. Peter’s chair,is Pius VIII. He is styl- 
ed in the prophecy, Vir Religiosus: the reli- 
gious man. And indeed, he is so. May the 
Almighty suffer him to remain long at the 
head of his Church, to conciliate its members 
by his amiable manners, and to edify them by 
his truly solid and exemplary piety! 

Thus, only twelve more Popes, if the above 
Prophecy prove true, and Perer tHe Ro- 
MAN comes, the last successor to PETER THE 
Gatitean! The last paragraph indeed, of 
St. Malachy, is of a nature to damp, in some 
degree, the spirits, and to check the ardor of 
those who may long for the downfall of Pope- 


it shall arrive, (and who knows but some even 
ofthe present generation may live to see it?) 
will be a day not of the Church’s downfall, 
but of her most glorious exaltation; when 


lieving, without doubt, that they cannot other- 
wise be made to live in Christ. 

3. Now does the promise made to Abra- 
ham, weaken in the least our position? Nay, 


having fulfilled the end of her establishment 
here, and overcome all her fierce and crafty op-| vinists. For that promise may be explained 
ponents, from Simon Magus, to the last of the | in two ways—1. In the literal sense: 2. In 
private-judgment men, we shall be transform- the mystical sense. If it is to be understood 
ed from the Church militant on earth, into the | in the litteral sense, it proves nothing in fa- 
Church triumphant in heaven. vor of Calvin’s opinions. For God did not 
“=== promise to Abraham and his seed, eternal 
life, but the possession of the land of Canaan. 
The following are the words of the promise. 
I will give to thee and to thy seed, the land of 
thy sojournment, all the land of Canaan for a 
OF THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS. perpetual possession. 

1. The opinion of Calvin, in relation to In-| But if it be explained in the mystical sense, 
fant Baptism, is two-fold. First, that all the | then, indeed, it can be understood of eternal 
children of the Faithful are born into the|/life; yet it does not descend to children 


world Saints and heirs of eternal life, and through carnal generations, as Calvin sup- 
|poses, but through faith in Christ, as the 


from it we draw an argument against the Cal- 
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consequently, can be saved without Baptism; ; 
but that the children of Infidels cannot be | Apostle teaches, in Rom. 2. 6. For all are 
saved, although they should be baptized. not Israelites that are of Israel; neither are all 
Secondly, that illigitimate children being lia-| they that are the seed of Abraham, children: 
ble to eternal damnation, should not be ad-| St in Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is 
mitted to Baptism. \to say, not they that are of the children of the 

2. The first of these opinions, Calvin main- flesh, are the children of God: but they that are 


tains in his Antidote to the Council of Trent, | the children of the promise, are accounted for 
Sess. 6. cap. 5. et lib. 2. Inst. cap. 6 § 24 | the seed. Gal. 3. 7. Know ye, therefore, that 


and attempts to prove it by the promise made ‘they who are of faith, the same are the children 


to Abraham—Gen. 17. 7. 1 will be a God to| of Abraham. v. 9. Therefore, they are of faith, 

thee, and to thy seed, after thee. These words, \shall be blessed with faithful Abraham. 

he contends, regard all the faithful, both pa-| ‘The reason of this, is evident, because af- 

rents and their children; therefore, all the| tet the promise had been made to Abraham, 

children of the faithful are, in virtue of this | Jacob and Eseau were born of faithful parents, 

promise, saints and heirs of eternal life: con- and yet Eseau was neither a saint, nor an 
jheir of eternal life, as is clear from that of 


sequently, should they die without Baptism, | 
Jacob I have loved, but Eseau I 


they would be saved, in virtue of the prom-| Rom. 9. 13. 


|have hated. 
| os ° . ‘ 
This error we shall refute, on three princi-} 4. The latter opinion of Calvin, that illegi- 


ples. The first is, ‘timate children are liable to eternal life, and 

That all infants, both faithful and infidels, | therefore, are not to be baptized, the Calvin- 
are born Rom. 5. 12,|ists maintain in the Synod of Vilna, held A. 
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into this D, 1589, ” Adrian Junius shews in his book 
3, of doctrine and morals of the Calvinists, 
chap. 17. But they are easily refuted. 

First: because Jeptha was born of a har- 
lot, as is evident from Judges, chap. 11. 1. 
And yet the Apostle enumerates him among 
the Saints of the Old Testament, who were 
saved by faith. Heb. ii. 32. Besides, it is 
certain from the Gospel, that Christ ‘died 
equally for all, as well for those illegitimate 
born, as for the legitimate. Since, therefore, 
we do not read anywhere, that the former are 
excluded, why do the Calvinists exclude 
them? 


ise. 


in original sin. 


world, and by sin death; and so death passed 
upon all men, in whom all sinned. Ephes. 2. 
3. We were by nature children of wrath, even 
as the rest. 

Secondly: because by reason of original 
sin, they are the children of death, wrath and 
damnation, as is proved above. 

Thirdly: because they cannot become 
children of God, unless they are born again 
by Baptism. John, 3. 3. Unless a man be born 
again, he shall not enter into the Kingdom of 
God. Hence, St. Augustine writes in his 
Epistle to St. Jerom. Whosoever says that 
children also are verified in Christ, who depart 
this life, without having participaled of this Sa- 
crament, (Baptism) he most assuredly opposes 
the preaching of the Apostles, and condemns the 
whole Church, which, on that account, hastens 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 





REV. FRANCIS MATIGNON, D. D. 


He was born in Paris, Nov. 10, 1753. 
Devoted to letters and religion from his earli- 
est youth, his progress was rapid and his pie- 





ry;—yet, it is certain, that that day, whenever 


ty conspicuous. He attracted the notice of 





and runs with her children to be baptized, be- 
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the learned faculty, as he passed through the 
several grades of classical and theological 
studies; and having taken the degree of ba- 
chelor of divinity, he was ordained a priest, 
on Saturday, the 10th of September, 1778, 
the very day of the month and week, which, 
forty years after, was to be his last. In the 
year 1782, he was admitted a licentiate, and 
received the degree of doctor of divinity from 
the college of the Sorbonne in 1785. At this 
time he was appointed regius professor of di- 
vinity in the college of Navarre, in which 
seminary he performed his duties for several 
years, although his state of health was not 
good. 

His talents and piety had recommended 
him to the notice of a prelate in great credit, 
(the cardinal de Brienne,) who obtained for | 
him the grant of an annuity from the king, 
Louis X VI. which was sufficient for all his 
wants, established him in independence, and | 
took away all anxiety for the future. But 
the ways of providence are inscrutable to the 
wisest and best of the children of men. The 


and universal christian charity. The woes 
of life crush the feeble, make more stupid 
the dull, and more vindictive the proud; but 
the great mind and contrite soul are expand- 
ed with purer benevolence, and warmed with 
brighter hopes, by sutiering—knowing that 
through tribulation and anguish the diadem 
of the saint is won. 

In manners, doctor Matignon was an accom- 
plished gentleman, possessing that kindness 
of heart and delicacy of feeling, which made 
him study the wants and anticipate the wish- 
es of all he knew. He was well acquainted | 
with the politest courtesies of society, for it, 
must not, in accounting for his accomplish-| 
ments, be forgotten, that he was born and 
educated in the bosom of refinement; that! 
he was associated with chevaliers and nobles, | 
and was patronized by cardinals and premi-| 
ers. In his earlier life, it was not uncom-| 
mon to see ecclesiastics mingling in society | 


with philosophers and courtiers, and still pre- | 


. . . | 
serving the most perfect apostolic purity in| 
their lives and conversation. The scrutiniz- 


sentiments of awhole people. Violence and 
indiscretion would have destroyed all hopes 
of success. Ignorance would have exposed 
the cause to sarcasm and contempt; and en- 
thusiasm, too manifest, would have produced 
re-action, and would have plunged the infant 
establishment in absolute ruin. Doctor Ma- 
tignon was exactly fitted to encounter all 
these difficulties. And he saw them, and 
knew his task, with the descernment of a 
shrewd politician, With meekness and hu- 
mility he disarmed the proud; with prudence, 
learning, and wisdom, he met the captious 
and slanderous; and so gentle and so just 
was his course, that even the censorious for- 
got to watch him, and the malicious were too 
cunning to attack one armed so strong in 
honesty. For four years he sustained the 
weight of this charge alone, until Providence 
sent him a co-adjutor in the person of the 
present excellent bishop Cheverus, who seem- 
ed made by nature and fitted by education 
and grace to sooth his griefs by sympathy, 
(for he too had suffered,) to cheer him by 


revolution, which dethroned his belovad mon- | ing eye of infidel philosophy was upon them, | the blandishments of taste and letters and all 
arch, and stained the alter of his God with the | and these unbelievers would have hailed it| congenial pursuits and habits; and in fact, 
blood of holy men, drove Dr. Matignon anex-|as a triumph to have caught them in the|they were as far identified as two embodied 
ile from his native shores. He fled to Eng- slightest deviation from their professions.|minds could be. These holy seers pursued 
land, where he remained several months, and| But no greater proof of the soundness of! their religious pilgrimage together, blessing 
then returned to France to prepare for a voy- | their faith or the ardour of their piety could|and being blessed, for more than twenty 
age tothe United States. He landed in Bal-| be asked, than the fact, that, from all the | years; and the young Elisha had received 


timore, and was appointed by bishop Carroll, | bishops in France at the commencement of|a double portion of the spirit and worn the 


pastor of the Catholic church in Boston, at|the revolution, amounting to one hundred| mantle of his friend and guide, long before 


which place he arrived, August 20, 1792. 


The talents of Dr. Matignon were of the | 


and thirty eight, but four only were found | 
wanting in integrity and good faith, when 


the sons of the prophets heard the cry of 
my father, my father, the chariot of Israel and 


TTT Ty 


highest order. In him were united a sound | they were put to the test; and it was such a 
understanding, a rich and vigorous imagina-|a test, too, that it could have been supported 
tion, and a logical precision of thought. His | by religion only. In passing such an ordeal, 
learning was extensive, critical, and profound, | pride, fortitude, philosophy, and even insen- 
and all his productions were deeply cast, | sibility, would have failed. The whole 
symmetrically formed, and beautifully color-| strength of human nature was shrunken and 
ed. The fathers of the church and the great ‘blasted when opposed to the besom of the 
divines of every age were his familiar friends. | revolution. Then the bravest bowed in ter- 
His divinity was not merely speculative, nor | ror, or fled in affright; but then these disci- 
merely practical; it was the blendid influence | ples of the lowly Jesus, taught mankind how 
of thought, feeling, and action. He had) they could suffer for his sake. 

learned divinity as a scholar, taught it as a| Doctor Matignon loved his native country, 








professor, felt it as a worshipper, and diffus-| and always expressed the deepest interests | 


ed it as a faithful- pastor. His genius and/in her fortunes and fate; yet his patriotism 
his virtues were understood; for the wise never infringed on his philanthrophy.—He 
bowed to his superior knowledge, and the | spoke of England as a great nation, which 
humble caught the spirit of his devotions. | contained much to admire and imitate, and 
With the unbelieving and doubtful he reason- | and his gratitude kindled at the remembrance 
ed with the mental strength of the apostle|of British munificence and generosity, to 
Paul; and he charmed back the penitential | the exiled priests of a hostile nation of differ- 
wanderer with the kindness and affection of | ent religious creeds. 

John the evangelist. His love for mankind) When doctor Matignon came to Boston, 
flowed in the purest current, and his piety new trials awaited him. His predecessors 
caught a glow from the intensity of his feel- in this place, wanted either talents, charac- 
ing. Rigid and scrupulous to himself, he | ter, or perseverance; and nothing of conse- 
was charitable and indulgent to others. To | quence had been done towards gathering and 
youth, in a particular manner, he was forgiv- | directing a flock. The good people of New- 
ing and fatherly. With the tear of penitence | England were something more than suspi- 
washed away the stains of error; for he had! cious onthe subject of his success; they 
gone up to the fountains of human nature, | were suspicious of the Catholic doctrines.— 
and knew all its weakness. Many retrieved | Their ancestors, from the settlement of the 
from folly and vice can bear witness how country, had been preaching against the 
deeply he was skilled in the science of pa-| church of Rome, and their descendants, even 
rental government; that science so little un- | the most enlightened, felt a strong impression 
derstood, and for want of which, so many | of undefined and undefinable dislike, if not 
evils arise. It is a proof of a great mind hatred, towards every papal relation. Ab- 
not to be soured by misfortunes, nor narrow- | surd and foolish legends of the pope and his 
ed by any particular pursuit. Dr. Matignon, | religion were in common circulation, and the 
if possible, grew milder and more indulgent | prejudice was too deeply rooted to be sud- 
as he advanced in years. The storms of denly eradicated, or even opposed. It re- 
life had broken the heart of the man, but out| quired a thorough acquaintance with the 
of its wounds gushed the tide of sympathy | world to know precisely how to meet these 





the horsemen thereof. May the survivor find 
consolation in the religion he teaches, and 
long be kept on his journey to bless the 
cruise of oil in the dwellings of poverty and 
widowhood, and to cleanse by the power of 
God, the leprosy of the sinful soul. 

Far from the sepulchre of his fathers, re- 
pose the ashes of the good and great doctor 
Matignon; but his grave is not as among 
strangers, for it was watered by the tears of 
an affectionate flock, and his memory is 
cherished by all who value learning, honour, 
genius, or love devotion. 

The writer of this brief notice offers it as 
a faint and rude memorial only of the virtues 
of the man, whose character he venerated. 
Time must assuage the wounds of grief be- 
fore he, who loved him most, and knew him 
best, can attempt his epitaph. [Analec. Mag. 
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